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HEALTH — STREPTOCOCCAL INFECTIONS 
5120. Mr S.K. L’Estrange to the Deputy Premier; Minister for Health; Mental Health: 
(1) How many cases of acute post-streptococcal glomerulonephritis have been reported in Western Australia 

since April 2017? 
(2) Of these cases, how many occurred in Regional WA? 
(3) Of the cases in (1), how many affected Aboriginal children under the age of 16? 
(4) What is the State Government doing to prevent streptococcal skin and throat infections in Regional WA? 
Mr R.H. Cook replied: 
I am advised: 
(1) 33 cases have been reported from April 2017 to April 2019. 
(2) 33. 
(3) 29. 
(4) The State Government, through the Department of Health (DOH): 

Has contracted Aboriginal Health Environmental Health Practitioners to provide environmental 
health assessments and remediation of issues found; 

Has commenced rolling out ‘safe bathroom checks’ to ensure households have access to safe 
and functional bathrooms; 

Is conducting further research into improving skin health with Telethon Kids Institute; and 

Is proposing amending the Public Health regulations to make acute post-streptococcal 
glomerulonephritis (APSGN) urgently notifiable to facilitate rapid public health follow up. 

The WA Country Health Service (WACHS) has a number of programs and strategies focused on the 
prevention and treatment of skin diseases. 

WACHS recently endorsed the ‘Guidelines for the Public Health Management of Acute 
Post-Streptococcal Glomerulonephritis’ which provides public health guidance for the 
prevention and management of APSGN across country WA. 

WACHS delivers the Enhanced Aboriginal Child Health Schedule (EACHS) where all 
Aboriginal children in this program are offered a skin examination at each scheduled child health 
check-up. WACHS is currently expanding the EACHS to include all vulnerable families 
(Enhanced Child Health Schedule), and therefore all vulnerable children in regional WA will be 
offered a skin-check at their scheduled child health check-ups. 

WACHS leads the ‘Squeaky Clean Kids’ (SCK) program, a primary prevention program which 
supports remote Aboriginal Communities to overcome barriers that contribute to the 
environmental and behavioural risk factors for trachoma transmission by provision of free soap, 
hygiene education messages in schools and bathroom improvements by supporting local 
environmental health practitioners. 

WACHS offers trachoma screening and management in the Kimberley, Goldfields, Pilbara and 
Midwest regions. As part of the screening program clean face prevalence is assessed in all 
communities screened. 

WACHS manages the WA Rheumatic Heart Disease (RHD) Register and Control Program on 
behalf of WA and supports the delivery of the Rheumatic Fever Strategy for improved detection, 
monitoring and management of acute rheumatic fever (ARF) and RHD across WA. A key 
strategy as part of this program is provision of health care provider education on the links 
between throat infections and skin sores and ARF and RHD. 
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